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AUTUMN MEETING 2014
10th – 12th October
LINCOLN & RAF SCAMPTON

We will be staying in the fine city of Lincoln for the weekend where we will be
the guests of Royal Air Force, Scampton, which was the home base of the
wartime Dambusters Squadron and now home of the Red Arrows Aerobatic
Team, about four miles north of the city on the A15. Our hotel is The Holiday
Inn, overlooking Brayford Waterfront, Lincoln.
Saturday morning a coach will collect us from the hotel and take us to RAF
Scampton where we will be welcomed by the Station Commander in the Flight
Briefing Room, then be given a talk by Warrant Officer Steve Shirley, founder of
the Museum of RAF Firefighting. We will then be shown round the museum plus
some of their 45 preserved appliances dating from the 1940's to the present day.
Buffet lunch will be served in the Station Mess. In the afternoon we will hold our
meeting. It is hoped that our guest speaker will be Lady Helen Nall. Lady Helen
is a keen supporter of the RAF Benevolent Fund and has written a recently
published book Courage of the Small Hours about two Lancaster bombers that
crashed on her nearby estate at Hoveringham towards the end of the last war.
After the auction we return to our hotel in preparation for a return by coach to
Scampton for our Dinner in the Station Mess where it is hoped we will be
entertained by the Band of the Lincolnshire Fire & Rescue Service and there may
well be other ‘surprise entertainment’!
We will again visit Scampton on the Sunday morning, enabling us to view the
Dambusters’ Heritage Museum including Wing Commander Guy Gibson's Office
and Nigger's Grave. A buffet lunch will be provided in the mess on the Sunday.
As our visit is to a ‘restricted’ security site members will need to bring photo ID
with them at all times. A photo driving licence or passport will do nicely.
There is much more to see in Lincoln and the surrounding area including the
magnificent Cathedral and Lincoln Castle; members may wish to come to
Lincolnshire a day early or perhaps stay over for a day and enjoy the benefit of
additional nights at our hotel at the same discounted rate.
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FIRE FLOATS
Recently an article appeared in the
FMC News relating to fire floats and fire
boats and it reminded me that in my home
town, Reading, Berkshire a large biscuit
factory had the first petrol driven fire float
constructed by Merryweathers at their
factory in Greenwich during 1904. Built for
Huntley & Palmers it was used on the River
Kennet, the Holy Brook and the Kennet &
Avon Canal which all flowed through and
near to their factory. The float remained in
operational readiness for many years. It
was, according to a member of staff
interviewed in the 1970’s, during the
demolition of the factory, finally lifted out
from its moorings and burnt on the quay
after all the metal and the pumps had been
removed. The Chief Engineer also
explained how it was replaced by two piers
complete with fixed monitors, coupled to
static fire pumps. No records were found to
show it was ever used in anger fire fighting
but an H&P employee did say that when he
joined he had been told that the float had
been used to search for people who had
fallen into the water near to the factory
and sadly recover bodies.
Fortunately, at the time of the demolition,
a number of artefacts relating to the fire
brigade and fire fighting were given to
Reading Museum, the local fire brigade
and due to the fact I could not receive any
money for my help (I was also a member of
the local brigade), I was given a ‘Fire
Brigade Rulebook’ and a few other bits
and pieces. The Rulebook included details
of boat drills designed especially for the
Huntley & Palmers craft. It was for a
number of years one of the ‘stars’ of any
visit to the factory being brought into
operation with its monitor and other water
jets playing for the assembled audience.
Unfortunately, apart from articles,
photographs, plans from magazines and a
test certificate nothing more concrete
remains of this unique fire float. It fact for
a factory of its size and given it employed
thousands of local people very little
remains in and around the site on the
Kings Road, Forbury Road and Gas Works
Road triangle. For those of us brought up
on Reading being the home of the ‘Three
Bs’ – beer, biscuits and bulbs – apart from a
couple of buildings, it’s now memories and
making the odd nostalgic visit to the town
museum.
Continues in page 3 ...

edited the FMC News for the past ten years I have decided
Editorial Having
to stand down and let new blood take charge of your newsletter.
The Newspaper of the Fire Mark Circle

I have always worked on the premise that it is the editors job to edit and not write
a journal such as ours and, over the years, I have managed to produce the FMC News
at the regular prescribed intervals.
I have been supported by a small number of regular contributors to whom I am
eternally grateful and give thanks. (You all know who they are.) Thank you all for
your favourable comments over the years.
Mike Leahy
Your new Editor is someone well known to us all and who has edited our journal in
the past.
Brian Henham.
Tel: 01243 380041
E-mail: brianhenham@talktalk.net)

AN APPRECIATION

Membership Secretary
info@firemarkcircle.co.uk

Website:
www.firemarkcircle.com

A year ago - longer ! - you welcomed me to the Fire Mark Circle's Autumn Meeting,
in Hastings, when I was just beginning my research for a Master's at the Royal College
of Art into the graphics of Fire Insurance in the Eighteenth Century. I am so grateful
to you for your warmth and that of the many members I spoke to on that day. Their
knowledge, expertise and enthusiasm proved to be endless, useful and informative,
and directed the research that I carried out for the dissertation in the History of
Design. I was proud to thank the Society in my list of acknowledgements.
The eventual dissertation was awarded a prize for the best of the year, which was
immensely gratifying. It certainly took away my life for a year and I am only just
recovering from the months of tension! Nonetheless - glutton for punishment - I am
intending to continue on to a PhD in a related topic.
The support of the Fire Mark Circle really gave me a boost at an early stage and I
wanted to thank your members for that. Of course, if you would like a copy of the
dissertation for the society's library, I would be more than happy to send one. It's title
is From Nothing to Something: The Making of the Sun Fire Office in the Eighteenth
Century. Thank you again.
Miranda Clow.

GERMAN FIRE MARK SOCIETY
The Society’s next meeting will be held from 9th to 11th May 2014 in München. We´ll
be guests of the Bayerische Versicherungskammer. Members of the Fire Mark Circle
are invited to take part in the meeting, which celebrates our 30th Jubilee, the Society
being founded in 1984.
Most guests will arrive in Munich on the evening of the 9th. On May 10th we´ll have
our meeting (there will also be a programme for our Ladies). In the evening we are
planning on getting together in a nice Bavarian restaurant .
If members of the FMC are interested in visiting us, you should be looking into
booking a hotel room soon as availability is limited.
We look forward to seeing you in Munich.

Dr. Hans-Juergen Pieper

(Contact Pat Baldwin for further details)

REGALIA Silk ties are available at the low cost of £15
including postage and packing. Send a cheque for
£15 made payable to the Fire Mark Circle to:
The Fire Mark Circle was founded in
1934, as a focal point for collectors of
Fire Marks and other associated
historical memorabilia.
Presently, the Fire Mark Circle has just
under 200 members throughout the
United Kingdom and a few Overseas
Members.
The Fire Mark Circle meets twice a
year – once in the Spring, usually
April, and once in the Autumn, usually
October.
FMC News is published twice a year
and all members are encouraged to
provide collecting, historical or
related material for inclusion.
Articles published in FMC News do not
necessarily express the viewpoint of
the Circle, or the Editor.
The Editor reserves the right to adjust
or condense articles, letters, etc to suit
house style or space available.

© The Fire Mark Circle

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2014
Chartered Insurance Institute
WEDNESDAY, 9TH APRIL

AUTUMN MEETING 2014
RAF Scampton
Lincoln
SATURDAY, 11TH OCTOBER
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Autumn Meeting
2013
Broadway
Worcestershire
The Autumn Meeting 2013 was held at
Broadway, Worcestershire , in the heart
of the Coltswolds, attended by 50
members and guests. Those attending
could be forgiven for not realizing which

shire Railway, all efficiently managed by
volunteers and all trains running to time.
We plied our way gracefully through the
beautiful Cotswold countryside and
thankfully the rain stopped and the sun
broke through as we approached
Winchcombe Station. Upon arrival at
Toddington most of our group alighted
to look around the station buildings
whilst a few members rode on up the
track to see the work being done to
extend the line through to Broadway. I
thought we had lost them !
By Saturday lunchtime we were back at
the Lygon Arms where we met up with a

recently published book of the same title,
after which many of our members
secured signed copies to take home. A
successful auction of fire marks was then
conducted by Nick Drewe which had
been put together by Russell and Janice
Maclean. That evening we held our
reception and banquet in the hotel.
Sunday morning saw the rain hammering
down again. About 20 members braved
the elements and made the 20 mile trip
to Blenheim Palace in their own vehicles.
The rain continued throughout the day
which did little to display the outdoor
delights of Blenheim. The visitors centre
had rain coming through the glass roof
and collecting on the floor. The contents
of the main house, however, were quite
stunning. Regrettably there is little that
can be done when the weather deals a
bad hand, as has been reinforced by the
recent flooding in Somerset and the
Thames Valley, however, my hope is that
our 2014 Autumn Visit to RAF Scampton
and Lincoln will be well-attended and
prove drier.
Pat Baldwin.

century they were living in, as the events
of the whole weekend jumped from one
period of history to another. Our hotel
was the celebrated Lygon Arms in the
centre of Broadway, a former coaching
inn where both Oliver Cromwell and
King Charles I stayed during the English
Civil War; though not at the same time!
The hotel retains all of its olde worlde
charm with the benefits of modern
comfort and top rate service.

dozen or so of our Day Members who
joined us for lunch and the afternoon
meeting. Trevor Petch opened the
meeting with a brief impromptu talk on
the history of the Lygon Arms, dwelling
on the fact that the hotel has had a
reputation for providing “good food and
drink, good beds and good hay” for the
last 500 years, confirmed in part by the
traveller and diarist, Lord Torrington in
the 18th century.

After breakfast on the Saturday morning
our group travelled by coach through
pouring rain to Cheltenham Racecourse
Railway Station. Here we stepped back to
the 1950's as we took a steam hauled
train of the Gloucestershire & Warwick-

Our afternoon speaker was Dr Caroline
Shenton, Director of Archives at the
Palace of Westminster. She gave a
fascinating illustrated talk on The Day
That Parliament Burned Down in 1834.
She brought with her copies of her

... Continued from page 1 – FIRE FLOATS

A couple of in situ
marks were noted
in Broadway.
Top: A Protector
Bottom:
Royal Exchange W10J
Policy No. 198670

manual fire engine sat on the float, the shot was taken at the scene
of an explosion No6 Mill, Royal Gunpowder Factory, Waltham
Abbey on the 7th September 1877. The Gunpowder Factory had a
number of floats and in 1900 a new float was brought to replace a
worn out one for £60 but still utilised the old manual. The two
photographs from 1877 show the float, the manual and one of the
workers at the explosion site. Damage appears to have been
considerable. The photographs are in the National Archives, Kew
along with a number of other pictures and records relating to the
factory. The factory is now home to a fascinating museum which
tells the story of its growth, the different explosive products
produced and the people who worked on the site. On regular
occasions, special events are held on site and they do have a
collection of fire related items to look at.
Using the Merryweather Collection at Moreton in Marsh we hope
to find out if they built any floats or many of the appliances used
at the Gunpowder Factory. We do know that a new Siemens fire
alarm system protected the site. For such a massive area, the full
time Fire Brigade did not have many members and rather in a
similar way to Huntley & Palmers relied on part timers or
volunteers to provide the necessary man power.

Huntley & Palmers Fire Float in action at the Factory in Reading,
Berkshire.

But we are talking about fire floats, Huntley & Palmers had, at
least for 1904, a modern petrol driven one.

As with the Biscuit Factory fire float, present research has not
discovered a confirmed date when those used at Waltham Abbey
appear to have finally finished their operational careers.

By chance whilst undertaking other research I managed to find
photographs of a much earlier fire float. Clearly showing a small

Nigel Crompton
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Another Fire Mark Under the Magnifying Glass:
The Protector Fire Insurance Company - Part 1.
Brian Wright

C

The brigade acted alone until they joined the combined insurance
brigade, the London Fire Engine Establishment, in 1833, being one of
the first ten founder members of this new brigade. The Protector Fire
Insurance Company operated independently for ten years, but in 1835
Jenkin Jones, Secretary of the Phoenix Assurance Company,
negotiated an amalgamation of the
two companies as the Phoenix
wished to expand its business. The
Minute Books of the Phoenix
show there was an agreement with
the Protector that it should be
dissolved on 2nd April 1836.
However, it seems to have taken
some time to get the news of the
amalgamation out. For example, it
was not announced in The
Nottingham Journal until 23rd
September 1836. Eight directors of
the Protector joined the Phoenix
board, and others filled board
vacancies as they occurred. All the
Protector staff were taken on by
the Phoenix and two later held the
position of Company Secretary.

lose observation of the detailed design on some fire marks can
reveal interesting insights about them. For example, the
architectural details depicted on marks of the Royal Exchange
Assurance are impressive when compared with contemporary
illustrations and descriptions. Another mark which features
architectural structures that I
thought should be identifiable is
that of the Protector Fire
Insurance Company (W. 80 A &
B), which has the additional
interest of knowing who devised
the design.

The company was established in
London by a Deed of Settlement
dated 4th June 1825 and based at
35 Old Jewry, in the City of
London. The scheme was an
ambitious one which started with
a working capital of £500,000.
There were twenty-one directors
and five auditors, each of whom
had to hold at least two hundred
shares, and all shareholders were
required to have an insurance
Both variants of the Protector fire
policy with the company. It was a
mark show the same scene. A
part-mutual company, as every
fireman is fighting a fire in a
seven years profits were to be
burning building with a bridge in
divided in the proportion of two1. Protector fire mark (W.80 A), whose design is based on the engraved
the background, and a house on
thirds to the policyholders, and policy-heading of the company.
the far side of the end of the
one third to the shareholders.
bridge. The scene is very detailed
Shareholders were also paid
and the marks, when freshly painted, must have been minor works of
annual interest on the capital they had advanced.
art as so much care was taken with the colouring of the various
Branch offices were later opened in Regent Street and at St. Margaret’s
elements of the scene, the gold parts being gold leaf:
Hill, Southwark, this latter later moving to 40 High Street, Southwark.
The fireman is gold, as is the burning building and the house
They very quickly began to transact business over a wide area of the
beyond the bridge which has black windows. The
fireman,
country, helped by the acquisition of three established insurance
standing on a light grey coloured ‘feature’, holds a gold branch
companies. The British Commercial Fire and Life Assurance
and nozzle attached to a brown hose. Red flames pour from the
Company in 1825, the Beacon Fire Insurance Company in 1827 and
window of the building and from its base, while dark grey smoke
the Albion Fire and Life Insurance Company in 1828. The company
billows into a black sky, with more dark grey smoke rolling
was run extremely efficiently, and by the end of 1827 only four
across the scene from the base of the burning building. In the
London insurance companies had a larger fire insurance premium
background a light grey coloured bridge, of which four arches
income than the Protector. How quickly it became an important part of
can be seen, straddles the blue painted river. On the label below
the insurance scene is shown by the amount of duty paid to the
is the word PROTECTOR in black on gold, while the frame
government compared to some longer established companies:
round both the scene and label is painted black.
1825
1826
1827
The company issued two variants of mark, with minor differences
Protector
£14,893 £24,752
£35,273
between them, most obviously in the number of bricks depicted in the
Hand-in-Hand
£12,770 £11,595
£11,704
burning building. Forty-three in W.80 A and forty-seven in W.80 B.
Guardian
£27,363 £28,370
£29,063
Variant A seems to be of better quality from an artistic point of view
The Protector had a fire brigade with two fire engines, one of which as the angle of the bricks in the burning building are at a more
was stationed near Union Street, Southwark Bridge Road in the realistic and less extreme angle than in variant B, and all the bricks
charge of Edward Syer, described as ‘resident fireman’, while the are correctly bonded, which is not the case with variant B where there
second was stationed near St. Pancras New Church, Somers Town (an is a line of unbonded bricks below the window of the burning
area now bounded by St. Pancras Station and the Hampstead Road, building. The fire mark design is based on the policy-heading of the
with Crowndale Road to the north and Euston Road to the south) Protector which was designed by the artist Robert Smirke R.A.,
which was in the charge of ‘resident fireman’ Jonathan Crookland. He F.A.S. Which itself is based on a painting by Smirke as is clear from
was later replaced by Thomas Mostyn. The names and addresses of the policy-heading engraving, which has below it ‘PAINTED BY
four of their firemen are known in 1830: J. Johnson, Sermon Lane, R.SMIRKE; R.A’ and ‘ENGRAVED BY J. THOMPSON.’ The
Doctors Commons; W. Robbins, Queenhithe; F. Hill, Hungerford and policies were printed by Robson, Blades & Co., Abchurch Lane.
Newell also at Queenhithe.
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The fireman is usually described as standing on a floating fire engine
(including in The British Fire Mark), but close observation now
convinces me that he is standing on steps leading down to the river,
and this is confirmed as the colour of this feature on the mark is light
grey, the same colour as used on the bridge which was made of stone,
which seems to confirm that this ‘feature’ was also made of stone,
so is obviously not a
floating fire engine!
One mark shows the
bridge and ‘feature’
in cream, again
suggest-ing both are
of the same material.
The fireman depicted
wears the uniform
generally adopted by
the London insurance
brigades in the first
quarter of the 19th
century. His top hat,
known as a Beaver,
was worn by the
brigades
for
a
relatively short time
and
reached
its
maximum height with
a distinct out-turn on
the top between about
2. White metal badge of the Protector.
1825 and 1833. The
A fireman or messengers badge?
painting from which
the
policy-heading
was taken and on which the design on the mark is based, was done
shortly before business got underway. It was probably intended that a
brigade would be operational from the commencement of business, so
the uniforms may have already been designed and even made when
Smirke painted this scene, in which case this was almost certainly a
fireman (or was soon to be) of the Protector Fire Brigade.

apprentice to Mr Bromley, an heraldic and coach-painter in Little
Queen Street, Lincoln’s Inn Fields. In November 1772 he became a
student of the Royal Academy and in 1775 became a member of the
Incorporated Society of Artists, exhibiting five works. He showed
further paintings at their exhibitions in 1777 and 1778. In 1786 he
exhibited two works at the Royal Academy. He was elected an
Associate of the Royal Academy in November 1791 and a full
Academician in February 1793. He was also a member of the Royal
Society of Arts. He was nominated to succeed Joseph Wilton as
Keeper of the Royal Academy but King George III refused to ratify
his appointment because of Smirke’s ‘revolutionary opinions’ which
it was feared he might pass on to the Academy's students.
His art works are generally quite small with many painted in
monochrome designed for copying as engravings since many of his
paintings were done as illustrations in popular books. His work is
found in a number of publications including The Picturesque
Beauties of Shakespeare (1783), John Boydell’s Shakespeare Gallery
(1795), an illustrated version of the Bible (1795), Rasselas (1805),
Bowyer’s History of England (1805), Gil Blas (1809), The Arabian
Nights (1811), Adventures of a Hunchback (1814), Don Quixote
(1818), The Keepsake (1828) The Amulet (1830), The Secret (1830),
The Gem (1830) and in the works of many other British authors and
poets. The majority of his paintings feature historical scenes or scenes
from literature, poems and plays, and are not only accomplished and
graceful but often humorous. A few are of different subjects such as
a portrait of Mrs Henry Siddons and, more in the nature of the scene
for the Protector, a painting, in full colour, entitled Resuscitation by
Doctor Hawes of a Man Believed Drowned (c.1787). Dr. Hawes
(1736-1808) was skilled in resuscitating people who had drowned or
been asphyxiated. Smirke lived to the grand age of ninety-three,
dying in London on 5th January 1845. An impressive monument to
him, featuring his now rather weathered carved bust, can be found in
Kensal Green Cemetery.
While Smirke may also have designed the fire mark, it could have just
been left to the die maker to produce a design based on the engraving
used on the policy-heading but in a simplified form. Because the
design on the mark is relatively detailed I wondered if it was possible
to confirm that the bridge shown is Westminster and identify the
buildings adjoining it by reference to large scale contemporary maps.
Would it also be possible to identify the burning building if this was
based on a real incident? The starting point was to compare an
original sketch by Robert Smirke, presumably done prior to painting
the scene or to show roughly what the policy-heading would look
like, the engraved heading on the policy and the fire mark itself, and
compare these to illustrations of the six London bridges built before
1825. Then look at detailed contemporary maps of the area adjoining
the bridge identified. When the location had been exactly pinpointed,
any fires in the area would be researched. However, instead of
clarifying the identification of the scene, comparison of the sketch,
policy-heading engraving and mark threw up some interesting but
complicating observations. (Continued in the next edition).

The style of headwear the fireman is wearing dates it exactly to the
period of the painting and engraving of the policy-heading (1824/25),
further suggesting this is a Protector fireman rather than just an
idealised firefighter. On the engraving he is wearing a badge on his
left arm and it is only recently that a brass arm badge, numbered 1,
has come to light. (See FMC News, no. 27, p.5 (2011) and FMC News
no. 28, pp. 5-6 (2012)). This is certainly an arm badge so likely to be
an example of what the Protector firemen wore when the brigade was
first formed. The only two other Protector badges known are quite
small at 9.4 x 6.5 cm., so almost certainly worn on the breast of the
jacket. (See Badges of Extinction by Henham and Sharp, p.83
(1989)). These are made of white metal, possibly silver, but are not
hallmarked so cannot be accurately dated. They may have been
adopted by the brigade later or could they have been worn by a
messenger or other company employee? All three badges have the
same design as shown on the mark.
It is said that the painting was specially commissioned by the
Directors of the Protector, and this is almost certainly correct.
Looking at a number of other paintings by Smirke, this fireman it is
not the usual type of subject he depicts, but he was a well-known
artist who produced works that were particularly suitable for being
copied by a plate engraver for production as a print. So what the
Directors of the Protector wanted when setting up the company was
an illustration primarily for their policy-heading. The whereabouts of
the original painting is not known, if it still exists, but it was probably
one of Smirke’s monochrome works done specially for reproduction
by printing. His connection with the Protector was not confined just
to a commission for an illustration. In 1826 two of the five auditors as
shown on the original prospectus establishing the company, J. D.
Magens (who became a Director) and J. Clay, had been replaced by
George Repton and Robert Smirke.

3. Robert Smirke,
engraved by
Charles Picart,
1814.

Robert Smirke was born in Wigton near Carlisle, Cumberland, on
15th April 1752 and was brought to London by his father, a skilled but
eccentric travelling artist, in 1766. At the age of twelve he became an
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FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY BUTTONS.
by
Finbar Nolan

I

n this second installment on Insurance
Company Fire Brigade buttons it is
important to know where upon the
company uniform the buttons were
worn. Most uniforms consisted of knee
length breeches, a waist-coat, and a top
coat. On the waist-coat the buttons were
of the smaller size 16mm – 19mm ; this
size buttons were often also used on the
cuffs of the top coat and on the bottoms
of some breeches, as shown by the
picture of the Hand in Hand Fireman.
Some companies used very large buttons
on their top coats; some as large as
32mm, others used a smaller button
between 25mm – 27mm; some uniforms
even had buttons on the collars of the
top coat.
In the first installment on Insurance
Firemen’s buttons I posed the question as
to why there were different dates on the
Phoenix Insurance Company buttons; in
this installment I ask why the Sun Fire
Office used different styles of Suns with
varying amounts of rays on their
buttons?
Sun Fire Office button No. 14, which is a
two piece button made of Brass; it has
twenty rays with a backmark of Firmin,
London; button No. 15, which is a one
piece button made of Pewter; has twelve
rays with a backmark of Nutting & Son,
King St, Covent Garden; button No. 16,
which is a one piece button made of
Pewter; has fourteen rays with a
backmark of C & J Weldon, London, and

LETTERS
The Mystery Marks articles (FMC News
Autumn 2013) elicited a number of
responses, a couple of which are
printed.
SIRS – I can comment on both
mysteries.
The “mark” with a lion has the same
number as a well known lead replica
Sun mark. A few years ago I was at
Ardingly and dozens of “Lion marks”
together with “Sun marks” all with
that same number were laid out on the
grass by a stall.
The Birchampton mark is one of a
number of spurious marks for sale at
Calder Valley auctions some years ago.
They had a series of such signs with
similar designs even one “Southamton

Part 2
button No. 17 is a two piece button
made of Silver plated copper; has sixteen
rays with a backmark of I.L. Fire mark
collectors within our circle could
enlighten me as to the many variants of
the Sun fire mark that have varying
amounts of rays also. Pewter seems to
have been used in the manufacture of a
lot of very old buttons; the small Sun
buttons have the letters I.L. as a
backmark, can anyone enlighten me as
to whose mark it is?
The Hand-in-Hand Fire Office operated
between 1696 and 1905; the four
buttons in my collection are as follows: button No. 18 is a 30mm one piece
button which again spent a couple of
hundred years in the River Thames hence
the silver plating has been eroded away
and the button is badly pitted; the
backmark reads T.Shaw, 20 Hemmings
Row, London. Button No. 19 is how the
button would have looked; the details
are as No 9. Button No. 20 is another
button taken from the River Thames and
is a 30mm two piece button made of
Pewter, the back plate is missing hence
no details of a backmark; I can only guess
that was made of wood or a similar
material. Button No. 21 was again taken
from the Thames, it is a 19mm Pewter
button with no back plate; again it
suffered the same demise as the previous
button.
The Alliance British and Foreign Fire &
Life Insurance Company began trading
Fire Insurance” which
“marks” to my attention.

drew

the

None of the aforementioned are in my
collection!!
I hope that this solves the mysteries.
David Hutchinson
SIRS – I was not a little surprised, when
taking the latest FMC News out of its
envelope, to see a photo of a mystery
mark I had seen some nine years earlier
in Robin Hood's Bay in North Yorkshire
- the one Brian Wright saw recently
in Warwickshire. It was identical to
that one, and even had the same
number. The condition wasn't as
good, but I guess being near the sea
had taken its toll. And the cobwebs
didn't help either. I too have been
unable to trace this mark. Having the
same number as the one Brian saw does
suggest that this is not a bona fide
mark. But Yorkshire is a long way from
Warwickshire,
so
maybe
there
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on 23 March 1824; a fire brigade was
formed shortly after this date. They were
re-titled to the Alliance Assurance
Company in 1905; they amalgamated
with the Sun Insurance Office in 1959.
The button No. 22, as illustrated, is a
32mm brass button, it is a one piece
button with no maker’s backmark; I have
a further three Alliance buttons in my
collection each with a backmark of
Firmin & Sons Ld, London and they are
20mm and two 16mm; the design on the
front is the same for all of them.
The Atlas Assurance Company opened
for business on 24 June 1808, their fire
station in London was in Earl Street,
Blackfriars; they were acquired by the
Royal Exchange Assurance in 1959. The
brass button, No. 23, was worn by the
firemen; this example is a one piece
button measuring 26mm with the
backmark Firmins, London. I also have an
18mm button of this company which is
Silver on Copper and no backmark.
Button No. 24 is a Silver plated 17mm
button of the North British Insurance
Company who operated from 1809 until
1862; it is 17mm in size and does not
have a backmark. In 1862 they
amalgamated with the Mercantile Fire
Insurance Company under the new title
of North British and Mercantile Insurance
Company.
The
Norwich
General
Assurance
Company operated from 1792 until 1821
when it amalgamated with the Norwich
are more around?
This isn't the first mystery mark I have
come across. Some years ago I found a
fine-looking specimen on a building in
Earl Soham in
Suffolk.
I have
included a photo of this in case anyone

recognises it. Maybe a builder's mark?
But a lead casting looks rather over the
top for this?
Ray Pateman
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Union Fire Insurance Society. The
gilt button No. 25 depicts Norwich
Castle upon a Lion. The button
illustrated is 25mm in size and has
the backmark Firmin & Sons, 153
Strand, London.
Button No. 26 is the design used by
the Norwich Union Fire Insurance
Society in 1821; it is 31mm in size
and cast in brass and has two

26

clasped hands with the title
‘Norwich Union’ around the edge.
I will submit a third installment on
insurance company buttons for
consideration in our magazine and
in the meantime I would welcome
any information on buttons that
you might have on old insurance
related buttons

For clarity all the buttons are shown at a common size. For actual size please
refer to the text.
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EX LIBRIS

COLLECTORS’
BOOKSHELF

FIREMEN ARTISTS 1940 – 45
Heroes with grimy faces
by Anthony Kelly

RISEN FROM THE ASHES
A History of Firefighting in Plymouth, Devonport
and East Stonehouse 1673-1973

This book plays a major role in shining a light on a little
known group of Firemen and Firewomen artists who had
joined the wartime Auxiliary Fire Service (AFS) as volunteers
and had taken part in the actions they depicted

Written by Fire Mark Circle
member Finbar Nolan. The story
of fire brigades, fires, and
firemen within the three towns,
it also contains written reports on
the West of England, the County,
and the Liverpool and London
and
Globe
fire
insurance
companies who maintained fire
brigades in the towns.
Published by
Publishing.
Price £19.99

Jeremy

It will be of interest to historians of World War II, art
historians, fire historians and a very wide section of the
general public. Not before
time this small group of
men and women are being
introduced to a wider
readership.
Published by Halstar.
ISBN 978 1 906690 48 9

Mills

ISBN 978-1-906600-4

144 pages; over 180
illustrations, many paintings
not seen since wartime.

264 pages. Over 250 photographs.

Price £24.99

AGM and Seminar - RAF Scampton - October 2013
The AGM, attended by 43 delegates representing 13 member organisations, was
held at RAF Scampton home of the Red Arrows and hosted by the Museum of
RAF Fire Fighting. On Saturday delegates were welcomed by the Station
Commander, Wing Commander Richard Turner, who said there were once fifty
active RAF stations in the County but now there were only five. Serving RAF fire
fighter Warrant Officer Steve Shirley MBE, Chairman and founder of the
Museum Fire Fighting, outlined the history of the RAF Fire and Rescue Service.
Phil Bonner, Aviation Development Officer, Aviation Heritage Lincolnshire
outlined the importance of aviation history in the County which led to a
partnership between the County Council, three District Councils and ten aviation
heritage centres promoting tourism within the County. Phil Consadine, former
Facilities Officer at Coventry Transport Museum gave a talk on various transport
issues including renovation of a c1909 Shand Mason steamer and the
construction of Donald Campbells Coventry built Bluebird car.
Dinner was held in the Combined Mess beginning with the piping in of a
Lincolnshire sausage for the benefit of the Scottish delegates. After a superb
meal by the RAF catering staff delegates were entertained by Lady Helen Nall
who gave a moving talk “The Courage of the Small Hours “ . On finding a piece
of metal on her farm and being told it was from an aircraft she found that two
Lancasters had crashed at separate times in the area. Her research led to the
finding of the families of all but one member of the crews. She published a book
of the same title and to date has raised £22,000 for the RAF Benevolent Fund
and the Bomber Command Memorial Appeal. The evening closed with music
from the Lincolnshire Fire and Rescue Service Band. On Sunday the delegates
returned to Scampton for an all day tour of the Museum of RAF Fire Fighting
and the RAF Scampton Heritage Centre.
The 2014 meeting will be hosted by Mersey Fire and Rescue and anyone wishing
to represent the Circle should contact us.
Phil & Janice Morris

WANTED
HAND-IN HAND MARKS
I am about to start some research prior
to creating a lecture and would be
interested in enhancing my own
collection for this company.
Lead or copper variants required. As
these will be used for public display
condition is of interest.
Sensible prices to be paid. Thank you.
Nick Hurst

SOLD AT THE
AUTUMN AUCTION 2013

Lot 45 - Phoenix Ass Co,
W23B/A23A(ii)-L-L. £750.

Lot 65 - Sydney Fire Ins Co Australia
B1571. Brisk bidding took this mark
way beyond its guide price, realising
£240.

FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY ARM
BADGES Singles or collections.
DIRECTORS’ PASSES in Gold, Silver
and Bronze. Singles or collections.
Top cash prices and complete
confidentiality.
David Griffiths

Sales and Wanted ads may be
placed free of charge by members
of the Fire Mark Circle. Why not
take advantage of this service?
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Lot 61 - National Ins Co New Zealand,
B1587 was also keenly bid for. £180.

